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a period of 700 years, the moft ferocious bigotry
and rapine characlerifed their efforts iu acquiring or
recovering the different provinces of this peninfula;
and had not the fervor of Mahomcdan. zeal fomc-
\\ hat abated towards the later period of their power,,
the \\hole fcene of their conqueiis muft have re-
mained a folitary defart. In 1265., within twenty-
five miles of Delhi, the feat of government, an hun-
dred thoufand of the Mewatti tribe were put to the
{word, as a punifliment for their Incurfions. The
internal government of Ilindoftan muft have been in
a dreadful ftate, when fuch vindiftive meafares were
purfued in the vicinity of the capital. Indeed, re-
bellious meafures, and barbarous conquefts, make up
the hiftory of this fine country, which nature feemcd
to have deftined to be the paradife of the world.

AMIDST thefe depredations, Benares, the great feat
of Braminkal learning, Vas plundered in' 1184: and
time the purity of the Sanfcreet language
have gradually decayed, till it at laft ceafed to
be a living tongue, being no where fpoken in Hin-
doftan. It probably enters into the vernacular lan-
guage, and makes a part of that mixture of which
it is compofed, as the Celtic, Saxon, and Latin do in
the Englifti. When conquefts have been long main-
tained, and the conquerors numerous, fimilar changes
are produced in the language of every country*
The Roman language, like the Sanfcreet, has ceafed
lo be fpoken in all the nations that were fnbjed to
that empire.